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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Napa County Department of Agriculture, as a regulatory agency, is 

dedicated to sustaining a healthy agricultural industry, while protecting 

the environment, the agricultural workforce and the community. 

The mission of the Napa County Department of Weights and Measures 

is to provide fair competition and equity in the marketplace and to  

ensure that the interests of the buyer and seller are protected through 

education, inspection and enforcement. 

 

Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights and Measures 

1710 Soscol Avenue, Suite 3 

Napa, CA  94559 

T: (707)253.4357 

F: (707) 253.4881 

agcommissioner@countyofnapa.org 

www.countyofnapa.org/AgCom/ 
 

Agricultural Commissioner and Sealer 

David R. Whitmer 

Assistant Agricultural Commissioner and Sealer 

Greg Clark 

Deputy Agricultural Commissioners 

John Cooledge Chad Godoy Humberto Izquierdo 

Chief Deputy Sealer 

Joe Croxdale 

Administrative Office Assistant 

Marcia Blackmon 

Senior Account Clerk 

Candace Fiske 

Senior Office Assistant 

Arlene Parker 

Office Assistant II 

Terrie Burnett 

Agricultural Biologist and Weights and Measures Inspectors 

 Craig Graffin  

Lance Bingham Naomi Greeson Terry Samansky 

Jose Chang Joel King Lisa Stewart 

Tracy Cleveland Toosdi Malito Branden Woolley 

Kurt Durrough Greg Music Sommer Woolley 

 Anna Norton  

Agricultural & Standards Service Workers 

Jen Borgen Don Jamison 
Jenny Gossett  

Nelly Castro Lobovsky Richard Petkus 

Federal Wildlife Services Staff 

Matthew Campbell Tony Lombardi Greg Wamsley 

 

LANCE BINGHAM,  
INSPECTOR EXTRAORDINAIRE 

  
     Agricultural Biologist Lance Bingham retired from 

the Agricultural Commissionerôs Office on Dec. 28, 

2012, after dutifully serv-

ing Napa County for 29 

years. Prior to beginning 

his full-time career with 

the department as an 

Agricultural Biologist in 

1983, Lance conducted 

Mediterranean Fruit Fly 

trapping in 1981 and 

1982 as a seasonal em-

ployee. Lance also 

spent time working in 

the construction industry 

and as a member of the 

California Department of Food and Agricultureôs 

Dutch Elm Disease project.  

  

     Lance worked extensively in our fruit and vegeta-

ble program throughout the years,  inspecting bee-

hives, eggs, fruits and vegetables, and overseeing 

the direct marketing and organic programs. He was 

also one of our key pesticide use enforcement in-

spectors. Undoubtedly, most of you had the opportu-

nity to meet Lance and experience first-hand his ex-

pertise and unique sense of humor. Lance was able 

to reach out to people and use those skills to build 

effective working relationships with growers and staff 

alike. He tackled the changes in the Ag Department 

over the course of his career and embraced the chal-

lenges presented by the regulatory environment.   

  

     In his retirement, 

Lance will enjoy riding 

his road and mountain 

bikes, as well as travel-

ing throughout Califor-

nia and the Pacific 

Northwest. Without a 

doubt, heôll be up for 

another expedition to 

Scotland. He will also 

pursue his interest in 

landscape and portrait 

photography. Lanceôs 

skills, historical knowl-

edge and sense of humor will be greatly missed by 

this office. We wish him well in his much-deserved 

retirement.     
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April 9, 2013 

 

Karen Ross, Secretary 

California Department of Food and Agriculture 

                 and 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors of Napa County 

 

 
 

It is a pleasure to present the 2012 Napa County Crop Report pursuant to the provisions of Sections 2272 and 2279 of 

the California Food and Agricultural Code. The Napa County wine grape industry had an exceptional year! The gross 

value of winegrape production was $656,236,100 ï an increase of $232,794,200 or almost 55% greater than 2011.  This 

increase in gross value was primarily due to the increase in winegrape production and relatively stable prices paid for the 

Napa County winegrape crop.   The total value of all agricultural production was $665,298,100.  

 

It is important to note that the figures provided here are gross values and do not represent nor reflect net profit or loss 

experienced by individual growers or the industry as a whole.  

 

We experienced another milestone with the retirement of Agricultural Biologist Lance Bingham who is highlighted on 

page 1. We will miss Lance, but wish him well in all his future endeavors!   

 

You may notice some changes in the formatting, layout and general appearance of the 2012 Crop Report. I would like to 

specifically recognize Chad Godoy and his team (Tracy Cleveland, Anna Norton, Sommer Woolley, Jose Chang, Terry 

Samansky and many others) and consulting members of industry, Julie Nord, Sara Fowler, Michelle Novi and Sandy 

Elles for their great ideas and significant contributions to create a more useful and meaningful report for the community. I 

would be remiss if I did not also express our appreciation to the producers, processors, government agencies and others 

who contributed vital information to make the report possible.  

 
 
 
 

David R. Whitmer 

Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer 

CHAIR, Brad Wagenknecht ï District 1 

Mark Luce ï District 2   Bill Dodd ï District 4 

Diane Dillon ï District 3   Keith Caldwell ï District 5 
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4                   2012 Agricultural Crop Report 

 The Crop Report Cover Artwork Contest is sponsored by the Napa County Farm Bureauôs Ag in the Classroom 

(AITC) program. AITC provides resources to local teachers to help students gain a greater awareness of the role of   

agriculture in the economy and society, so that they may become citizens who support wise agricultural policies.  

 2012 marks the ninth year the Crop Report has highlighted artwork submitted by Napa County middle and high 

school students who participate in Ag in the Classroom. Winners of the 2012 Artwork Contest receive prize money    

generously donated by Michael Wolf Vineyard Services and PG&E.  

 For more information on AITC please visit www.napafarmbureau.org/aitc  

Third Prize Winner: Melanie Gouveia 
  Title: ñVineyards of the Valleyò 
    Medium: Watercolor 
. 
Melanie is a senior currently attending Saint Helena High 

School. Her hobbies include volleyball, basketball,    

swimming, running, veterinary science, participating with 

the FFA and art.  

Cover Artist: Haley Kastner  
  Title: ñSleeping Vinesò  
    Medium:  Soft Pastel 

 
Haley is a junior attending Vintage High School. Her    

hobbies include art, swimming, running and reading.    

Haley placed second in the 2011 Crop Report Artwork    

Contest.  

 

Second Prize Winner: Trevor Hardee 
  Title: ñGrapes of Fallò 
    Medium: Photography 
 

Trevor is a sophomore currently attending New Technol-

ogy High School. Trevor enjoys road biking, hiking, pho-

tography, making art and socializing with his community 

and friends. 

2012 Cover Art Contest 

http://www.napafarmbureau.org/aitc.html
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Please note: The amounts in this report represent estimated 
gross values, regardless of utilization. No attempt is made to 
reflect net income to the producer or cost of production. All 
values are rounded after final calculation. 

Gross Production Values 

FRUIT & NUT CROPS 
2012 $657,064,500 

2011 $423,625,500 

VEGETABLE CROPS 
2012 $228,700 

2011 $225,000 

FLORAL & NURSERY CROPS 
2012 $3,074,100 

2011 $2,303,400 

FIELD CROPS 
2012 $637,800 

2011 $443,000 

LIVESTOCK 
2012 $3,709,500 

2011 $3,326,200 

2012 $583,500 
POULTRY & OTHER ANIMAL PRODUCTS 

2011 $580,400 

2012 $665,298,100 
GRAND TOTAL 

2011 $430,503,500 

Artwork by Juan Calderon, Vintage High School 



Crop Year 
Producing 

Acres 
Tons Per Acre Total Tonnage Value 

Red Winegrapes 
2012 32,973 4.01 132,108 $544,264,500 

2011 33,289 2.86 89,835 $354,299,900 

White  
Winegrapes 

2012 10,234 4.96 50,750 $111,971,600 

2011 10,292 3.11 32,037 $69,142,000 

Winegrapes  
Subtotal 

2012 43,207 4.23 182,859 $656,236,100 

2011 43,581 2.77 121,872 $423,441,900 

Olives 
2012 191 1.5 287 $664,700 

2011 200 1.00 200 $67,500 

Other Fruits  
and Nuts* 

2012    $163,700 

2011    $116,100 

2012    $657,064,500 Total Fruits  
and Nuts 2011    $423,652,500 

     The value of the 2012 Napa County winegrape harvest increased to over $656 million, and tonnage jumped over 50 

percent to a record of more than 182,000 tons.  

     Grapes produced in Napa County received the highest average price statewide of $3,589 per ton, up 5% from 2011. 

The $232 million increase in the overall value of 2012 winegrapes can be attributed, for the most part, to record tonnage. 

Dry, warm days and cool, foggy nights led to ideal winegrape growing conditions in the summer of 2012, making up for 

the low-yielding harvest of 2011. 

     Olive growers were very pleased with the 2012 crop. Weather was good during the bloom period.  Lower-than-

expected fall precipitation resulted in smaller olives.  

*Other fruits and nuts include Almond, Apple, Apricot, Blueberry, Cherry, Citrus, Fig, Nectarine, Peach, Pear,  Persimmon, Plum, 
Pluot, Pomegranate, Prune, Quince, Raspberry, Strawberry and Walnut.  
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Fruit and Nut Crops 

6                   2012 Agricultural Crop Report 



Napa County Department of Agriculture and Weights & Measures                   7 

Crop Year 
Production Area 

(Square Feet) 
Value 

2012 850,700 $3,074,100 
Floral & Nursery 

2011 1,038,900 $2,303,400 

     Vegetable production value held steady for 2012. A reduction in overall acreage was balanced by increased yield. 

     High-value commodities produced in Napa County drove the increase in production value of nursery stock and           
cut flowers. 

In Napa County, nearly 50,000 acres have been enrolled in the Fish 
Friendly Farming, a nonprofit local organization program. 
www.fishfriendlyfarming.org/ 

 

Napa County Farm Bureau assisted growers in the Putah Creek       
Watershed with their Ag. Waiver water quality compliance program and 
are now helping ranchers complete the 1

st
 year of their Grazing Waiver 

Farm Plan requirement. www.napafarmbureau.org/ 
 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) recognized the 
European Grapevine Moth Program in September with its 2012        
Administratorôs Award for an ñexceptional cooperative effort in success-
fully preventing the establishment of the European Grapevine Moth 
through science and regulatory-based initiatives, resulting in the protec-
tion of the $5.7 billion grape and tree fruit industry in California.ò 

 

In the spring and fall of 2012, Napa County held two pesticide container 
recycling events. There were a total of 120 participants for both events 
and roughly 20,200 pounds of plastic containers were recycled in Napa 
County. www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommissioner/ContainerRecycling/ 

 2012 Snapshot 
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Crop Year Harvested Acreage Value 

2012 21 $228,700 
Vegetables 

2011 26 $225,000 

Vegetable Crops 

Nursery and Flower Products 

Vegetables include Beets, Broccoli, Carrot, Corn, Cucumber, Eggplant, Garlic, Greens, Herbs, Lettuce, Melon, Onion, Peas, Potato, 
Pumpkin,  Radish, Squash and Tomato 

Environmental Stewardship  

http://www.fishfriendlyfarming.org/
http://www.napafarmbureau.org/
http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommissioner/ContainerRecycling/


     While livestock value decreased in 2012, beef cattle operators said they felt their Napa County operations were   

generally positive. Favorable market conditions were mainly responsible for the positive outlook.  

Commodity Year 
Production  

(CWT) 
Weighted Average 

Price Per CWT 
Value 

Cattle and Calves 
2012 27,188 $111 $3,018,800 

2011 24,988 $142 $3,548,300 

Sheep and Lambs 
2012 560 $116 $71,200 

2011 708 $102 $72,200 

Other Livestock 
2012   $36,000 

2011   $60,500 

Livestock Subtotal 
2012   $3,126,000 

2011   $3,326,200 

Poultry & Other  
Animal Products 

2012   $583,500 

2011   $580,400 

2012   $3,709,500 
Total Animal Products 

2011   $3,906,600 

Livestock & Poultry 

     2012 saw an expansion of hay acreage within Napa County. While yield was slightly less, overall value increased 

due to a stronger hay market and the expanded acreage. Favorable climate conditions meant rangeland was more pro-

ductive, thus requiring less supplemental feeding. 

Field Crops 

Commodity Year 
Production 

Acreage 
Yield Per 

Acre 
Value Price 

Total  
Tonnage 

Hay 
2012 624 2.5 $234,000 $150 1560 

2011 265 2.9 $113,000 $145 779 

Pasture & 
Rangeland 

2012 95,000  $403,800   

2011 95,000  $330,000   

Total Field Crops 
2012 95,624  $637,800   

2011 95,265  $443,000   

CWT  is hundredweight and equals 100 lbs. 
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Weights and Measures 

     The Agricultural Commissioner is also the County Sealer 

of Weights and Measures, responsible for verifying the accu-

racy of all commercial weighing and measuring devices, 

quantity control of packaged commodities, price verification 

inspections, weighmaster enforcement, and petroleum prod-

ucts.   

     Weights and Measures inspectors test all types of scales 

such as computing, counter, crane, dormant, portable plat-

form, hopper, hanging, livestock, animal, meat beam, jew-

elry, and vehicle.  Measuring devices tested are taximeters, 

retail motor fuel meters (gas pumps), vehicle meters 

(propane and petroleum delivery trucks), wire and cordage 

meters, propane meters, and utility submeters (electric, va-

por, water) in mobile home parks/apartments. Packaged 

products are inspected for stated net contents and labeling 

requirements and barcode scanners are inspected to ensure accurate product pricing.  Weighmaster audits are conducted 

to verify compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  The majority of these are conducted at wineries and vineyard 

management businesses to assure that the weighmaster certificates are accurate in regards to the transactions of buying 

and/or selling of grapes or paying pickers.  From time to time we also work in conjunction with the Napa County District At-

torneyôs office on more complex cases both locally and statewide.  

     Weights and Measures activities are mandated by state law to protect the interests of both the buyer and seller to assure 

honesty and integrity in everyday business transactions. This protection is accomplished through continuous and systematic 

inspection of all equipment that weighs or measures a commodity that is purchased or sold. 

     The Weights and Measures programs ensure honesty and integrity in commercial transactions when products are 

bought and sold by weight, measure, count, or time. Overall, every transaction involving the exchange of goods by weight, 

measure, count, or time is affected in a vital way by some form of weights and measures. 

     Our services are your economic protection. For more information about Napa County Weights and Measures please visit  

www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommissioner/Weights/. 

 

Napa Valley cooperages (barrel makers) produced more than 
50,000 barrels and employed more than 100 people in 2012. 
Cooperages began to establish production facilities in the Napa 
Valley in response to the wine market boom of the 1970ôs.  

 

Most barrels are built from the finest selections of French, Ameri-
can, Russian or Hungarian Oak species. This wood, chosen for its 
high porosity, is cut into staves which undergo a 24- to 36-month 
aging process. Master coopers then use these staves to hand craft 
and toast barrels. 

 

The average lifespan of a barrel is five years. During the first two 
years of use, a barrel imparts the most aromatic compounds to 
wine. As a barrel ages beyond two years, the aromatic influence 
reduces drastically. Between two and five years, the average aera-
tion capacity of a barrel diminishes to the point where it needs to be 
replaced. 

 2012 Snapshot 
Napa County Cooperages 

http://www.countyofnapa.org/AgCommissioner/Weights


Employment 

Related Industries 

 
 

 

 Napa Valley agriculture fosters employment in two ways: directly and indirectly. Direct employment produces agricultural com-

modities in the fields and vineyards. The fruits of the labor generated by our agricultural workers plays a vital role in sustaining re-

lated industries. When grouped together, Napa County agriculture touches many of the lives of our residents and visitors through 

sustained employment across diverse industries.   

   Direct 

6.6% of Napa County works directly in the agriculture industry
1
 

Approximately 1 in 20 Napa residents is a farmworker
2
 

   Indirect 

Over 46,000 full-time jobs are either directly or indirectly linked to 

agriculture
3
 

Napa County agriculture creates over $2.1 billion in paid wages
3
 

More than two-thirds of jobs in Napa County are indirectly related 

to the countyôs agriculture.
2
 

 

  

     Agriculture in Napa Valley undoubtedly drives a major portion of our 

local economy. Once off the vines and out of the fields, our agricultural 

commodities stimulate secondary industries, generating an over $13 billion 

impact on the local economy.
4
 Secondary industries link Napa Countyôs 

agricultural commodities to peopleôs lives, fostering growth, innovation and 

a thriving local economy.  

Agriculture: Connecting a Thriving  
Napa Valley 

Major Related Industries 

Warehousing  

Construction  

Processors  

Suppliers of raw materials  

Professional services 

Wineries and Tasting Rooms  

Hospitality and Food Services  

Cooperages and Cork Manufacturers 

Graphic Artists and Printing Services 

Transporters and Shipping Services 

 

 

 
 

Napa Countyôs agriculture industry is a vital part of a greater system that 
includes employment, related industries, tourism and the Agricultural  

Preserve and Land Trust. 
 

2012 Total Agriculture Value for Napa County:  
$665.3 million dollars in gross production value 

2012 Winegrape Average Price Per Ton: $3,589   
2012 Winegrape Total Tonnage Harvested: 182,859 

1 County of Napa Executive Office Public Information 
2 California Institute for Rural Studies (March 2007). An assessment of the demand for farmworker housing in 
Napa county. Retrieved from http://www.ncfh.org/pdfs/6858.pdf 
3 Stonebridge Research Group, LLC, (November 2012). The economic impact of Napa Valleyôs Wine and 
Grapes. Retrieved from: www.napavintners.com 

4 Stonebridge Research Group, LLC, (November 2012). The economic impact of Napa Valleyôs Wine and 
Grapes. Retrieved from: www.napavintners.com 

http://www.ncfh.org/pdfs/6858.pdf
http://www.napavintners.com/trade/tm_3_release_detail.asp?ID_News=3621116
http://www.napavintners.com/trade/tm_3_release_detail.asp?ID_News=3621116



